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Letter of Father Jacques Buteux to the Very
Reverend Father Vincent Caraffa, Gen-
eral of the Society of Jesus.

ERY REVEREND FATHER IN CHRIST,
V Father Vincent Caraffa, Very Reverend
General of the Society of Jesus, Pax Christi.

Your Paternity’s letter, dated September 29, came
tous. . . . Justwhenmisfortuneswere surround-
ing us on all sides: conflicts without, which the fierce
barbarians, most vindictive enemies of the Christian
name, were stirring up; fears within, lest a great
multitude of neophytes be abandoned by us, to wan-
der, as before, like beasts through the forests. He
who consoles the lowly has consoled us through Your
Paternity’s letter, in which you promise relief to
us,—not only those workmen from France whom we
have already received, but also what we hope for in
the way of masses from the Fathers of the society;
if ever we have needed these, we need them most at
this time, when we are involved in manifest peril of
our safety. For indeed we are likely to undergo
the same tortures and afflictions (Unless God avert
them) which our Fathers among the Hurons have
undergone, as will be evident to Your Paternity from
their own letters. For here at Three rivers, where
we take charge of the French as well as of the sav-
ages, there are no defenses except of wood; no walls
except palings, which easily catch fire; there is no
house except of bark or thatch; and in these we live,



